Memorial 2025

Memorial Supporting Addressing Legacy of Indian Boarding Schools

WHEREAS, from 1819 to 1969, Indian Boarding Schools and Day Schools operated in the
United States, which: forcibly removed Native children from their families and
communities, prohibited Native language and culture, and subjected them to harsh
conditions as well as forced assimilation; and

WHEREAS, religious organizations, including predecessor bodies of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), operated over half of these schools and contributed to
a system that caused: physical and cultural genocide, generational trauma, cultural
erasure, as well as physical, emotional, and psychological abuse; and

WHEREAS, the ELCA has committed to truth-seeking and justice through actions including
the “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” (2016) and the “Declaration to American
Indian and Alaska Native People” (2021); therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly memorialize the 2025 Churchwide
Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to address the legacies of our
church’s role in Indian Boarding Schools by broadening and deepening awareness at
congregational, synod, and churchwide levels of Christian and Lutheran roles in Indian
boarding schools,

RESOLVED, that the ELCA identify, secure, and maintain funding to support ongoing truth-
seeking efforts by the ELCA Truth-Seeking & Truth-Telling Initiative and other initiatives that
foster healing and reconciliation with Native communities, including but not limited to: the
location, preservation, and digitization of archival records; the organization of, care of, and
access to all information about Indian Boarding Schools and Day Schools by students,
survivors, their descendants, communities, and Tribal Nations,

RESOLVED, that the ELCA provide on-going support for and encouragement to
congregations, synods, and ministries learning truth about Indian Boarding Schools to
responsibly create paths to healing and repair, such as by commemorating the National
Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools annually near September 30™.

Editors:

Elizabeth M. Andress, Co-lead (lay volunteer), ELCA Truth-Seeking & Truth-Telling Initiative
on Indian Boarding Schools; liz@solbrack.com, 651-983-8105 (m)
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